paper, till the printer sent me a proof in April.
Having written to Dr. Craigie as to the date of his receiving my manuscript and sending it to the Press, that gentleman writes me, under date 16th November, as follows:?
"On referring to the Numbers for January and April, 1845, I find the receipt of your paper acknowledged in the April number, No.. 163, volume 63 . This shows that the paper must have been received most probably after the 1st of January, 1845; and after all the arrangements for printing the January Number had been fixed, and probably well advanced "Your paper must have remained in my possession from the date of its receipt, which must have been before the 20th of March, 1845, probably in January, 1845, till the beginning of April, when it would be sent to the printing office in due course.
It is the second paper, and the process of printing must have been going on early in April, 1845 You state it to be a reason alleged by me, why only myopic or presbyopic eyes are subject to muscse, that "an accurate refocalizing of light, issuing from external points, upon the retina prevents their being projected thereon." Such optical reasoning would indeed be absurd; but I never said so. What I say is this, that "the interception of the rays, proceeding from external objects, by filaments in front of the retina, or even the formation of magnified shadows by difffraction produces comparatively little effect when the remainder of those rays are brought accurately to focal points upon that membrane." As I think almost every one will perceive, I mean "comparatively little effect" upon the percipient organ.
My notion, as I have further expressed it, is, that "dilution of the images of external objects as in myopia and presbyopia favours the perception of the muscae, which, in their turn, are, to a certain extent, extinguished in perfect vision." I never imagined that entohyaloid spectra were dioptrically prevented from being formed in the perfect eye, but only that they passed unheeded by the percipient organ, till attention was particularly directed to them, and that therefore they did not, in such a case, produce myodesopia. It is when the rays of light fall upon the retina in a state of dissipation, as they do in myopia and presbyopia, that muscae are most perceived ; and hence it is that myopes and presbyopes hnd their myodesopia diminished by the aid of appropriate glasses.
This letter has much exceeded the limits I intended when I began to it. For the correction of errors in my writings on the eye, I shall always feel grateful, come from what source it may; but misquotation, misrepresentation, and unfounded insinuation of bad faith, neither I nor any one is bound to submit to without remonstrance.
This, then, I am sorry to say, must be my excuse for addressing you on this occasion, and for doing so through the medium of the Press. " giving all the particulars of which he is possessed ; but, from the short duration of the illness, they are necessarily very imperfect. Up till the 14th of October, when the ship (bound for China), which carried Wells, ought to have been near the end of her voyage, he seems to have enjoyed good health ; but on that day he mentioned to the captain that he had a pain in his right breast. He sat in the cabin with the rest of the passengers, reading, till between eight and nine o'clock that night, and then retired to his berth. Nothing further is known of him till half-past seven the following morning, when the captain went to inquire after him, and found him dying. He said he did not think he should die, but if it should please God to take him away, he was quite resigned. A short time afterwards he calmly breathed his last.
I can testify how faithfully he laboured during his four years at Glasgow; and now, like Hamilton, and Fielding, and Lochhead, he is cut down on the threshold of practice, and some other must supply his place."
